Genesis and decay of the foregut: development and repair.
The microscopic anatomy of the oesophago-gastric territory is interpreted as the result of the interaction of three main phenotypes: squamous, oxyntic and intestinal. This synthesis allows the comparison between phenotype development, atrophy and metaplasia. The concomitances in the processes of development and repair lead to the proposal of an intestinalization gradient inherent to the oesophago-gastric field. This hypothesis permits an integration of the epithelial changes associated with gastritis and oesophagitis together with ontogenesis. The global tendencies in epithelial development and repair are discussed; a link between the two appears evident. The shifting potential of the progenitor gland zones in development and repair is in consonance with Wolpert's theory of positional information.